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Toba Qom language 


Toba Qom is a Guaicuruan language spoken in South America by 
the Toba people. The language is known by a variety of names 
including Toba, Qom or Kom, Chaco Sur, and Toba Sur. In 
Argentina, it is most widely dispersed in the eastern regions of the 
provinces of Formosa and Chaco, where the majority of the 
approximately 19,810 (2000 WCD) speakers reside. The language is 
distinct from Toba-Pilaga and Paraguayan Toba-Maskoy. There are 
also 146 Toba speakers in Bolivia where it is known as Qom and in 
Paraguay where it is also known as Qob or Toba-Qom. 

In 2010, the province of Chaco in Argentina declared Qom as one of 
four provincial official languages alongside Spanish and the 
indigenous Moqoit and WichiJ 3 ^ 
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Both voiced uvular and velar fricatives may also be voiced stop sounds. ^ 


Sample text 

The following is a sample text in Toba Qom of Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights:^ 

Toba Qom: 

'Enauac na naaxat shiyaxauapi na mayipi huesochiguii qataq 'eeta’a’t da I'amaqchic qataq 
da 'enec qataq yataqta yayate'n naua lataxaco qataq nua no'o'n nvilyaxaco, qaq yoqo'oyi 
iuen da i 'oonolec yataqta itauan ichoxoden ca lya. 

Translation: 

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with 
reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 
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■ Toba (https://ids.clld.org/contributions/314) (Intercontinental Dictionary Series) 

■ Argentinian Languages Collection of Salvador Bucca (https://ailla.utexas. 0 rg/island 0 ra/ 0 bject/a 
illa%3A124400) at the Archive of the Indigenous Languages of Latin America, including audio 
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